Stay ahead of the curves

| “Oh' stop.”

Doty top look big bn this? Tatiana Boncompagnl tries owt seme clothes

ecenily an editor from

an American fashion

magazine asked me io

lumch. The plan was for

@ (o pitch her ideias for

future articles while eating and

proving mysell nod Lo be & com-

plete dullard. You'd think that

peoducing o Hst of killer ideas or

not spilling any food down my

front would have beon what wor-

ried me but, Instead, 1 wns moal

concermed with what 1 was golng

to wear. [ had given birth to my

second child four weeks before

and was feeling more than o lit
tle top heavy.

A very [ashlonable, very [at
chested friend wes over to see
my nowhorn wihen [ recelved the
invitation for hmch Gesticulat
ing wildly at my chest, 1 grum-
hled: “How can 1 look chic with
thesa?™

She bughed off my anxiely
with a flick of her delicate wrist.
she sald. "La’s just
g0 shopping™ after pocking
up the changing bag and patiing
the baby into her carrior, we
high-iakle] it to Bergdorl Good-
man's fifth MNoar, 1 perused a
number of options: o Marc by,

Marc Jacobs trupezs fop in ivory
allk; a coay, tunle-length sweater
from Vince, and a See by Chlod
mink-dress I o cheery, vibrant
print. Since none of e pheces
wore the least bit [itted, 1
assiEmed ey would be very [oe-
giving on my forgiveness needing
frame.

Boy, was 1 wrong. The trapeze
top, voluminous sweater and
mink-dress — all so chic on their
hangers turned into glant
patate sacks on my post-partum
body. “You could always wear a
black furileneck and stralght leg
pants,” my [riond said sooth-
ingly. I went lsome that day lick-
ing my wounds.

It turns out that o lot of other
shoppers hnve similar problems,
Marshal Cohen, chiel industry
analyal for The NPD Group, a
market research company, savs;
“Fralilan 18 abont creating some-
thing to incentivise the con-
sumer. S0 whon we - sea tunic
tops and skinny jeans amd leg-
pings that mosl people can't and
more often shouldn't wear, we
end up in this place whore {ash-
ion’ is not wearahle,”

That's especially true whon

you're working with Jayne Mans-
fiebd-like proportions in m season
made for Twiggys Again, I'm not
alone. According to Stephanie
Rabinowitz, vice-president of
snles and marketing for bba man-
nfacturer Le Mystére, the com-
pany’s bestselling bra ks the
Tisha In size 360, featured on
The Oprah Winfrey Show last
year. It sells about hall a million

| assumed all the
pieces would be very
forgiving on my
forgiveness-needing

af these a year, "Unr most pog
lar sizes used to be JB and C7
says Rabinowitz,

In part, the (nerease in hea cup
sizes can be blamed o6 e grow
ing popularity of breast augmen
tation. Joannn Mastralannd, o
Maw Nork:-baged fazhiomn

iana Boncompagni seeks advice on how to turn up the volume on your dothe

deaigner whoae high-eni clothes
sell at select Mondstrom  stores
¢ remembers the first
 went to Laos A
a trunk show in the
SIt was the first tme 1 |
sich a variatic % from
the top to the Yo'l
have women with size four hips
and slze 12 tops, In most of the

counley, IE was he

aroauml.” Now i

the same holds true for othor
markets such as Dallas  and

Miznmi

Shoshanna Lonsteln Gruss, the
beautiful and & ¥ brunette
behind the Shoshannn line of
dresses and swim Advises
mo to look for dr with a
1ktthe structure on the top, lke
her kake on Lhe fent dress that
comes with sirntegic dart seams
unsdermantly the chest, “[t's md ¢
true tept but itodoes have some
yolume,” she says

Another hint: paie the e
top with n heavy, lo
that will weigh down
and Kesp the oyve f
vertical line.

There's no Way sOmeane can
=AYy ‘never do volume ™

the f
oving in o

BAYS

Paseal Petich

Rachel Roy, the desimer behind
her epanymous line of sockallbe-
{riendly trench coats, dresses and
separates, “Until you ey Wb oom,
you don't know, Try a slouchy
=weater that falls off the shoul-
der. Add o belt but do it low

“In general, i you are curvy b
lnoks great o emphasize the
walst using things with an A-line
shape on bollom," sava Annie
Jagger, Salmn Hayek's LA-baged
siylist, “Look for ftted tops with
a0 wilume on the boltom o
balance out the look. But make
siure the volume s propartioned
wrll”

Things that work on thinner
girla, larger-chested women
should stay away from," wams
Jason Wu, who designed the
cireds Eva Longoria wore
ar's Emmy awards core
unl whode first collection
Al inspired frocks 1% in Saks
Fifth Avenue and Medman Mar
(L] slopes “Large-chested
women have to wear clothes Ut

hove & Litles more strocture on
top. Stay away from the drapey
stulf,”

O, 1 think 1 got it now



